James W. Howard

James W. Howard currently practices law in Tucker, Georgia as a founder
and co-owner of The Howard Law Firm, P.C. Mr. Howard conducted more than
100 jury trials in state and federal courts since he graduated from American
University’s law school in 1980. He was introduced to civil litigation in Florida as
a staff attorney for Jacksonville Area Legal Aid. In 1981, he accepted a staff
attorney position with the Fulton County Public Defender’s Office in Atlanta,
Georgia where he developed expertise in criminal defense work.

In 1984, Mr. Howard went into private practice as a partner in Floyd,
Howard & Ware. In 1987, he founded a new law firm and began to expand his
civil and criminal litigation practice in the Atlanta metropolitan area. Mr. Howard
has handled a broad spectrum of civil and criminal cases throughout the State of
Georgia, but his practice also includes litigation in Alabama, Florida, Tennessee,
New York, and New Jersey.

In 1992, Mr. Howard was a founding member and first advocacy committee
chairman of the Georgia Alliance of African American Attorneys (GAAAA). He
has been an active member of the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association (GTLA), the
Georgia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (GACDL), and the National
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL). Mr. Howard is admitted to
practice in three federal district courts, the Georgia appellate courts, the Eleventh
Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United States Supreme Court.

Mr. Howard’s settled a number of excessive force and malicious prosecution
claims, usually presented as § 1983 civil rights claims, after successfully litigating
those cases through summary judgment. In 1987, his initial civil rights claim
against prominent citizens and public officials in the Middle District of Georgia led
to a seminal appellate decision on Rule 11 sanctions. Today, Mr. Howard is
actively litigating several § 1983 cases, including a recent oral argument in the
Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. In this appeal, The Howard Law Firm
represents Nicholas Bolton, a young man who was sleeping in his car in a mall
parking lot. Mr. Bolton was shot in the head after he was threatened by deputies
and drove away from the scene.



