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Agenda

• Background on sex trafficking and laws targeting commercial sex crimes 

in U.S.

• Overview of federal anti-trafficking law (TVPRA) 

• Sex trafficking litigation under TVPRA against hospitality industry

• July 2025 trial before Judge Geraghty in NDGA 

• Forecasting future developments
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What is sex trafficking?

• Hollywood’s depiction of sex trafficking does 

not align with vast majority of sex trafficking 

cases.

• In key ways, federal anti-trafficking law does 

not align with mainstream cultural 

assumptions about sex trafficking.

• Terms to unpack: pimp, trafficker, prostitute, 

victim, survivor.
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If sex trafficking does not usually happen like what I 
see in the movies, then how does it usually happen? 

• Recruitment

• Entrapment 

• Enmeshment
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What are some relevant risk factors and vulnerabilities associated 

with sex trafficking victims?  

• Prior sexual abuse/trauma,

• Child abuse and 

maltreatment,

• Running away or being thrown 

away,

• Substance use,

• Witnessing family violence or 

criminality,

• Poverty or material need,

• Difficulty in school,

• Conflict with parents,

• Poor mental health or view of 

self,

• Involvement in child protective 

services,

• Involvement in juvenile 

detention or delinquency,

• And more.
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How common is sex trafficking in the United States?

Data reported by National Human 

Trafficking Hotline in 2021.
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Demographic Data on Sex Trafficking Victims
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What American laws address commercial sex crimes? 

• 2010: Georgia passes anti-

trafficking law.

• 2013: Georgia’s Not Buying It 

campaign under AG Sam Olens.

• 2014: Passage of law of O.C.G.A. §

16-5-47 requiring posting of model 

notice with human trafficking 

hotline information.
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Trafficking Victims Protection Act (18 U.S.C. 1595(a))

• As of 2000, perpetrators and beneficiaries could be criminally liable. 
But only perpetrators could be civilly liable.  

• 2008: Amendment to Create Civil Liability for Beneficiaries

An individual who is a victim of a violation of section 1589, 1590, or
1591 of this chapter may bring a civil action against the perpetrator
(or whoever knowingly benefits, financially or by receiving anything
of value from participation in a venture which that person knew or
should have known has engaged in an act in violation of this
chapter) in an appropriate district court of the United States and
may recover damages and reasonable attorney's fees[.]
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Was there an uptick in 
civil litigation in 
response to the 2008 
amendment creating 
civil liability for 
beneficiaries of 
trafficking?  

•In the short term, no.  

•In the longer term, yes.

•The first case against a hotel for beneficiary liability was filed in 2015
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Was there an uptick in 
civil litigation in 
response to the 2008 
amendment creating 
civil liability for 
beneficiaries of 
trafficking?  

After Ricchio, more and more cases 

were filed against hotels on a similar 

theory—i.e., that the hotel knew or 

should have known that plaintiff was 

sex trafficked at the hotel.  

As of 2026, dozens and dozens of 

cases have been filed against various 

hotels in recent years—some 

boutiques, some national brand-name 

chains.

https://www.finchmccranie.com/


Legal Issues: Elements of a TVPRA Beneficiary Claim

To state a claim for beneficiary liability under the TVPRA, a plaintiff must plausibly 

allege that the defendant:

(1)knowingly benefited 

(2) from taking part in a common undertaking or enterprise involving risk and 

potential profit 

(3)that the defendant knew or should have known 

(4)engaged in an act in violation of the TVPRA. 

 Doe #1 v. Red Roof Inns, Inc., 21 F.4th 714 (11th Cir. 2021)
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Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against 
Hotels – Element One of TVPRA

Element one—“knowingly benefited”
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Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against 
Hotels: Elements Two – Four of TVPRA

Elements two – four—“from taking part in a common undertaking or enterprise involving 

risk and potential profit that the defendant knew or should have known engaged in an act 

in violation of the TVPRA."

1. What did hotel know of crime on the property, commercial sex activity on the 

property, traffickers, their activities, etc.? 

2. Had traffickers rented room/s at hotel before? 

3.  Is hotel alleged to have provided some sort of assistance to traffickers? 
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Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against 
Hotels: Elements Two – Four of TVPRA



Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against 
Hotels: Elements Two – Four of TVPRA

 

 





Expert Witnesses in Sex Trafficking Litigation 
Against Hotels

Sex Trafficking Expert

Medical Expert (e.g., M.D., psychologist, social worker, etc.)

Security Expert
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 Case Study

J.G. v.  United Inn

July 2025 trial before Judge Sarah E. Geraghty in NDGA

https://www.finchmccranie.com/


UNITED INN- 4649 MEMORIAL DRIVE
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TRAFFICKING ECOSYSTEM

TRAFFICKER

HOTEL BUYER
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UNITED INN- 4649 MEMORIAL DRIVE
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COMMERCIAL SEX NOTICE BEFORE 2018
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COMMERCIAL SEX NOTICE BEFORE 2018
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COMMERCIAL SEX NOTICE BEFORE 2018
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COMMERCIAL SEX CRIME WAS A "PROBLEM"
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Hotel Did Not Hire Recommended Security
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NO ANTI-TRAFFICKING SIGNS POSTED
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MONEY OVER SECURITY

https://www.finchmccranie.com/


BOLO NOTICE

https://www.finchmccranie.com/


BOLO

https://www.finchmccranie.com/


VERDICT: $40M 
($10M compensatory,30M punitives)

https://www.finchmccranie.com/


Unique Challenges of Sex Trafficking Lawsuits

• Potential clients coming forward (stigma, awareness, ability, etc.) 

• Statute of limitations 

• Challenges with investigation, identifying witnesses, finding record 

evidence, subpoenaing knowledgeable law enforcement 

• Complex trauma

• Retraumatization

• Insurance coverage disputes

https://www.finchmccranie.com/


Trafficking Litigation Going Forward

Expect to see more TVPRA lawsuits against 

hotels and an increasing number of lawsuits 

against other businesses that benefit from 

sex trafficking. 

TVPRA lawsuits on behalf of Epstein victims 

against banks recently resulted in large 

settlements.
 



Trafficking Litigation Going Forward
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Trafficking Litigation Going Forward

“Visa lent to MindGeek a much-needed tool – its payment network – with the alleged 

knowledge that there was a wealth of monetized child porn on MindGeek’s websites,” and 

even went so far as to say “when MindGeek decides to monetize child porn, and Visa 

decides to continue to allow its payment network to be used for that goal despite 

knowledge of MindGeek’s monetization of child porn, it is entirely foreseeable that victims 

of child porn like Plaintiff will suffer the harms that Plaintiff alleges.”
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Thank You
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