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Agenda

* Background on sex trafficking and laws targeting commercial sex crimes
in U.S.

* Overview of federal anti-trafficking law (TVPRA)

» Sex trafficking litigation under TVPRA against hospitality industry
« July 2025 trial before Judge Geraghty in NDGA

* Forecasting future developments
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What is sex trafficking?

* Hollywood’s depiction of sex trafficking does
not align with vast majority of sex trafficking
cases.

* In key ways, federal anti-trafficking law does Y
not align with mainstream cultural : e

assumptions about sex trafficking. ' Al( EN

* Terms to unpack: pimp, trafficker, prostitute,
victim, survivor.
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If sex trafficking does not usually happen like what I
see in the movies, then how does it usually happen?

e Recruitment

* Entrapment

 Enmeshment
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What are some relevant risk factors and vulnerabilities associated
with sex trafficking victims?
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How common is sex trafficking in the United States?

6,296

Data reported by National Human
Trafficking Hotline in 2021.
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Demographic Data on Sex Trafficking Victims

4.3%

Other
5.8%

Sex Trafficking
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What American laws address commercial sex crimes?

* 2010: Georgia passes anti- 2010 Georgia Code

trafficking law. TITLE 16- CRIMES AND OFFENSES

CHAPTER 5 - CRIMES AGAINGT THE PERSON
ARTICLE 3- KIDNAPPING, FALSE IMPRISONMENT, AND
RELATED OFFENSES

. 2014: Passage of law of O.C.G.A. § §16-5-46 - Trafficking of persons for [abor or sexual
16-5-47 requiring posting of model servitude
notice with human trafficking

hotline information. 0LGA 16545 2010)
16-5-46. Trafficking of persons for labor or sexual servitude

* 2013: Georgia’s Not Buying It
campaign under AG Sam Olens.
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Trafficking Victims Protection Act (18 U.S.C. 1595(a))

* As of 2000, perpetrators and beneficiaries could be criminally liable.
But only perpetrators could be civilly liable.

* 2008: Amendment to Create Civil Liability for Beneficiaries

An individual who is a victim of a violation ef-seetien1589,1590;-61
1591-of this chapter may bring a civil action against the perpetrator
(or whoever knowingly benefits, financially or by receiving anything
of value from participation in a venture which that person knew or
should have known has engaged in an act in violation of this
chapter) in an appropriate district court of the United States and
may recover damages and reasonable attorney's fees|.]
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*In the short term, no.

w *In the longer term, yes.

Mgm *The first case against a hotel for beneficiary liability was filed in 2015
response to the 2008
amendment creating
civil liability for

npr.org/2020/02/20/807506786/human-trafficking-survivor-settles-lawsuit-against-motel-where-she-was-held-capt

NEWS A CULTURE J MUSIC ©3 PODCASTS & SHOWS Q SEARCH

beneficiaries of
trafficking?

Human Trafficking Survivor Settles
Lawsuit Against Motel Where She Was
Held Captive

FEBRUARY 20, 2020 - 5:00 AM ET FROM nhpr

HEARD ON ALL THINGS CONSIDERED

By Todd Bookman
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@heQtlanta
Journal-Constitution

2023 InAtlanta ~ Everyday Heroes  Trump Georgia Indictment 50 Years Of AtlantaHip Hop ~ Sports ~ Opinion ~ Metro Atlanta

TR VTR = VO R Subscribe today for 99¢ _

Updated: Red Roof Inn settles sex
trafficking case on eve of trial

Alleged victims wanted hundreds of millions of dollars

i { Caption

After Ricchio, more and more cases
were filed against hotels on a similar
theory—i.e., that the hotel knew or
should have known that plaintiff was
sex trafficked at the hotel.

As of 2026, dozens and dozens of
cases have been filed against various
hotels in recent years—some
boutiques, some national brand-name
chains.
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Legal Issues: Elements of a TVPRA Beneficiary Claim

To state a claim for beneficiary liability under the TVPRA, a plaintiff must plausibly
allege that the defendant:

knowingly benefited

from taking part in a common undertaking or enterprise involving risk and
potential profit

that the defendant knew or should have known
engaged in an act in violation of the TVPRA.
Doe #1 v. Red Roof Inns, Inc., 21 F.4th 714 (11th Cir. 2021)
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Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against
Hotels — Element One of TVPRA

Date Receipt Qv Desription Tender Amouni Baliace Rubninz
1. Jan 2217 Fri a4 AN SO5I0 1 CaHow Mol Fee Taw 3002 500 5 §3.00
2023 17Fi Q@40 AM  SOSM06 1 HoelTwe 500% 1] 05 1.5
Element one—“knowingly benefited” I e S I I
£hn2317F0 0948AM 505908 1 ST 7H0% 3.9 .00 57000
5. Jan 23, 17 Fr D940 AN SA5008 1 PUVELSLE Caik 7008 0 00
B.Jun3d 1753t 03:40AM 585620 | GaHowlMoslFwTaox §ida ] ] $5.00
ThanI7Ea 0240AM  BEGS0D I HolTax S00% 41 L $0.51
2 han34 17Sat 0240AM  BEGEED I KimgRoem Charge (1) ] 6,04 §56.04
Fum 34, 17 San (3]
B.bunl4, 175at 0B40AM 585900 1 ST TH% L] .00 57000
10 Jun24, 17 52t 0348AM 565388 1 Pomen Cak (700 0 .00
11, Jun 25, 17T Sun 0341 AN 565763 1 GaHom Mos| FeaTax 100& 500 10 1] 550
12 Jun 28517 3un D41 AW 5A5TO3 1 HoelTas 500% 413 05 1.5
13 Jun 25,17 3un - 0341 AM 505703 | Kz Ross Chage (L) 6.5 6.4 B0
Fum 34, 17 % {3)
14 Jun38, 07 Sun 0340 AM O BEETEY I GadasTax 700% 304 0.0 §7000
15 Jun 35 07 Sun 0241 AWM BEETEL I Puymamt Cak (7.0 I $0.00
16 Jun 38,17 Mon 1240 PM  £66RED I XingRoem Charge (113) am 0 10.00
Tun 24, 7 Trboms (4) 12:40 26 Check
Ot

CharzesTrekits 52100 FavoentwCredits: G200 - S0

4 FINCH MCCRANIE w.r

AWYERS



https://www.finchmccranie.com/

Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against
Hotels: Elements Two — Four of TVPRA

Elements two — four—“from taking part in a common undertaking or enterprise involving

risk and potential profit that the defendant knew or should have known engaged in an act
in violation of the TVPRA."

What did hotel know of crime on the property, commercial sex activity on the
property, traffickers, their activities, etc.?

Had traffickers rented room/s at hotel before?

Is hotel alleged to have provided some sort of assistance to traffickers?
@ FINCH MCCRANIE w.s
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Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against
Hotels: Elements Two — Four of TVPRA
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Legal Battles in Sex Trafficking Lawsuits Against
Hotels: Elements Two — Four of TVPRA

One Voice. One Mission. End Human Traticking.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
RESPONSE GUIDE

for the Hospitality Industry




INDICATORS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING FOR
HOUSEKEEPING, MAINTENANCE, AND ROOM
SERVICE STAFF

Housekeeping, maintenance, and room service staff typically have the most access to guest rooms where signs
of human trafficking may be apparent. By being conscious of human trafficking indicators, you can help identify
possible trafficking activities and victims.

Does the guest...
#» Use the “Do Mot Disturb”™ sign constamtly?

#  Request additional towels, new linens, etc. multiple times a day but deny hotel/motel staff entry
into the room?

# Refuse cleaning services for multiple days?

#  Keep excessive amounts of cash in the room?

#  Possess multiple computers, cell phones, credit card readers, or other technology?
#  Reserve multiple rooms?

#  Leave the room infrequently, not at all, or at odd hours?

# Possess children's items or clothing without having a child registered with the room?
#  Loiter in the hallways and appear to monitor the area?

¥ Keep excessive amounts of alcohol or illegal drugs in their room?

#  Possess evidence of pornography or sex paraphernalia (condoms, lubricant, lation, etc.)?
#  Leawve minors alone in their room for long periods of time?

#» Have an excessive number of people staying in their room?

®  Stay for an extended period of time with few or no personal possessions?

#  Allow a constant flow of people into a room at all hours?

» Keep their room stocked with merchandise, luggage, mail packages, and purses/wallets with
different names?

# Loiter in the parking lot, lobby, or hallways and return to the room after a visitor leaves?

What to Do If You Suspect Human Trafficking

Do not attempt to confront a suspected trafficker or alert a victim to your suspicions. Follow your
organization’s reporting protocol or call 911 or local authorities if someone is in immediate danger.

You can report suspected human trafficking to: Homeland Security Investigations Tip Line (HSI) at
1-B866-347-2423 or submit an HSI tip form online.

To get victim support, contact the Mational Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888.




Expert Witnesses in Sex Trafficking Litigation
Against Hotels

Sex Trafficking Expert
Medical Expert (e.g., M.D., psychologist, social worker, etc.)

Security Expert
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Case Study

J.G. v. United Inn

July 2025 trial before Judge Sarah E. Geraghty in NDGA
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UNITED INN- 4649 MEMORIAL DRIVE
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TRAFFICKING ECOSYSTEM

TRAFFICKER
— ((\)
/ N\ /N =& \
HOTEL — BUYER

‘. FINCH MCCRANIE w.r



https://www.finchmccranie.com/

UNITED INN- 4649 MEMORIAL DRIVE
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COMMERCIAL SEX NOTICE BEFORE 2018

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 56:

Admit that You knew that on or around July 16, 2014. a woman was arrested
for prostitution in room 326 of the Property.

RESPONSE:

Northbrook objects to Request No. 56 as it concerns information not relevant
to any claim or defense 1n this litigation. Subject to the foregoing objection. and
expressly without waiving the same. Northbrook admits that it learned of the
described event only after it occurred. Except as stated. Northbrook denies the

remaining portions of this Request.
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COMMERCIAL SEX NOTICE BEFORE 2018

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 61:

Admit that You knew that on or around June 3. 2017, a man was arrested after
beating a woman in room 345 of the Property over monies owed for sexual favors.

RESPONSE:

Northbrook objects to Request No. 61 as it concerns information not relevant
to any claim or defense in this litigation. Subject to the foregoing objection. and
expressly without waiving the same. Northbrook admits that it learned of the
described event only after it occurred. Except as stated. Northbrook denies the

remaining portions of this Request.
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COMMERCIAL SEX NOTICE BEFORE 2018

REQUEST FOR ADMISSION NO. 62:

Admuit that You knew that on or around June 20. 2017, police responded to a
fight between a prostitute and her pimp in room 101 at the United Inn. The pump

left this prostitute’s room after the fight to go stay 1n another woman’s room at the

hotel.
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COMMERCIAL SEX CRIME WAS A "PROBLEM"
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Hotel Did Not Hire Recommended Security
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NO ANTI-TRAFFICKING SIGNS POSTED

2023 CODE OF GEORGIA

Title 16 - CRIMES AND OFFENSES (88 16-1-1 — 16-17-10)
Chapter 5 - CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON (88 16-5-1 — 16-
5-110)

Article 3 - KIDNAPPING, FALSE IMPRISONMENT, AND
RELATED OFFENSES (88 16-5-40 — 16-5-47)

Section 16-5-47 - Posting model notice with human
trafficking hotline information in businesses and on
internet

Universal Citation: GA Code & 16-5-47 (2023) ®
< Previous

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) "Adult entertainment establishment" means any place of business or commercial establishment wherein:
(A) The entertainment or activity therein consists of nude or substantially nude persons dancing with or
without music or engaged in movements of a sexual nature or movements simulating sexual intercourse,
oral copulation, sodomy, or masturbation;
(B) The patron directly or indirectly is charged a fee or required to make a purchase in order to view
entertainment or activity which consists of persons exhibiting or modeling lingerie or similar | N C H
undergarments; or
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———————— Original message ——————

MONEY OVER SECURITY

Froin: tahir shareef <smitshareefice simail . comm™—=

Date: 9/5/19 5:01 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Arshad khan =skusaS85@wvahoo.com™. Saara Consulting <saaraconsultingllc@rgmail com=

Subject: nnited inn Revenue
Salam.
Shahid Khamn sahib.

I have 2.

5
accordingly. I like to get 6.8 for the property. I hope not to waste timne on back n forth conversations.

sale for the last 12 months Sept 1st 2018 to Aug 31st 2019, It is good to have conversations if we malke deal

Occ
Revenue Rewv With Tax Yo ADR Total room Room sold
Sept 2018, August-2019 $2.482,752.35 $2.826.686.85 B7 % S44 .89 62,784 54,556
2018 - Jan , Dec $2.259,108.00 $2.527.567.00 B80% S44. 48 52,7584 50.507
2017 Jan , Dec $2.273.597.00 $2.543,F777.00 a8% $41.23 62,608 54,647
2016 Jan . Dec $1.984.810.00 $2.112,4028.00 0% s$38.70 62,780 57.008
2015 Jan , Dec $1.520.477.00 $1.874.921.00 89% $35.54 62.608 55,838

Property build in 1998 has 4 floor with 172 rooms . All rooms are in working order.

Property go through $1.,250,000.00 renovations in 2017 and 2018

Sincerely

Tabdr Sharesy

UTmetfed Trrm & SNezfexs
DOf DE P> FLE2 Celi
FOF EFe ST00 Decater G
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BOLO NOTICE

From: Tim Wade [Tim.Wade@RockdaleCountyGA gov]
Sent 10/29/2018 7:54:36 PM

To Unitedinnd649@Gmail.com

Subject Missing person

Attachments: bolo docx

Ashar,
Was advised by her guardian that she was staying at United Inn located at 4649 Memorial Drive.

Thank you for your help.

Respecifully,

Investigator T.Wade #2351
Criminal Investigations Division

Rockdale County Sherifl’s O
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Sheriff Evic . Levett

MISSING PERSON

Rockdale S.0. Case #18-147093
As of 10/09/2018

il Bel

Current Age: 16 y/o, Black Female, Brown Hair, Brown Eyes,
Height: 507", Weight: 180 1bs.
Last seen:
Clothing description unknown

Anyone with information about this case is asked to contact:

Investigator Tim Wade
Rockdale County Sheriff's Office
Office: 770-278-8023 or cell: 470-808-2586 24 Hour No.: 770-483-4200

)
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VERDICT: $40M
$10M compensatory,30M punitives)

Case 1:20-cv-05233-SEG Document 234 Filed 07/11/25 Page 1 of 1 Case 1:20-cv-05233-SEG Document 235 Filed 07/11/25 Page 1 of 1
FILED IN OPEN COURT
FILED IN OPEN COURT U.S.D.C. - Atlanta
U.S.D.C. - Atlanta
JUL 11 2025
JUL 11 2025 o B\WEimer. Clerk
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ot © g "Y:';"
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA S PSEET IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT M.
ATLANTA DIVISION (o G FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA ]
ATLANTA DIVISION

TG

J.G., s

Plaintiff, g

2 Plaintiff, :

v CIVIE AT TION FILE : CIVIL ACTION FILE
o NO. I v  NO. I

NORTHEBBIOETNDUSTRUGS, & NORTHBROOK INDUSTRIES, :

KN, TR/ UNTTED INN ARDF = INC., D/B/A UNITED INN AND :

SUITES, : SUITES, .

Defendant. : Defendant. :

ALRDIE T IORM VERDICT FORM — PHASE TWO

i i 2
1. Is United Inn liable to Yl under the TVPRA? 1. TIs United Inn liable to [l for punitive damages?
“YES ) NO

—— Circle one: @ NO

If you answered Yes, please proceed to question 2 below.

Circle one:

If you answered Yes, please proceed to question 2 below.

If you answered No, please sign and date the verdict form, as this ends your deliberations. ) )
If you answered No, please sign and date the verdict form, as this ends your deliberations.

2. The amount of Jhordyn’s damages is: $_tO 000 OO0 . 00 (Ten mslle D)

2. The amount of punitive damages imposed against United Inn is: $ = /j 00 090,00
N

/’,7‘/-‘7 "’/ ” “'5"',‘

_ -
ry Féreperson

Print Name

OF /1l S20R5
Date” - D F // /—ZZC‘.R 5

Date” 7
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Unique Challenges of Sex Trafficking Lawsuits

» Potential clients coming forward (stigma, awareness, ability, etc.)
» Statute of limitations

* Challenges with investigation, identifying witnesses, finding record
evidence, subpoenaing knowledgeable law enforcement

 Complex trauma
 Retraumatization
* Insurance coverage disputes
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Trafficking Litigation Going Forward

Expect to see more TVPRA lawsuits against
hotels and an increasing number of lawsuits
against other businesses that benefit from

sex trafficking. Deutsche Bank agrees to pay $75

million to Jeffrey Epstein sex abuse
victims to settle suit

‘-‘ Eamonjavess “ DanMangan f ¥ in=
»

TVPRA lawsuits on behalf of Epstein victims
against banks recently resulted in large
settlements. B e e

JPMorgan to pay $75 million to settle lawsuit
over ties with Jeffrey Epstein

The bank said the majority of the settlement — $55 million — will go toward local charities and
victim assistance; the rest goes to legal fees.




Trafficking Litigation Going Forward

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SERENA FLEITES, Case No.: CV 21-04920-CJC(ADSx)
Plaintifl ORDER GRANTING IN PART AND
v DENYING IN PART VISA’S MOTION
' TO DISMISS [Dkt. 138], DEMANDING
A MORE DEFINITE STATEMENT
MINDGEEK S.AR.L. ETAL. WITH RESPECT TO PLAINTIFF’S

CIVIL CONSPIRACY CLAIM, AND
GRANTING THE INTERNATIONAL
Defendants CENTER FOR LAW & ECONOMICS’
. MOTION TO FILE AN AMICUS
BRIEF [Dkt. 143]
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Trafficking Litigation Going Forward

“Visa lent to MindGeek a much-needed tool — its payment network — with the alleged
knowledge that there was a wealth of monetized child porn on MindGeek’s websites,” and
even went so far as to say “when MindGeek decides to monetize child porn, and Visa
decides to continue to allow its payment network to be used for that goal despite
knowledge of MindGeek’s monetization of child porn, it is entirely foreseeable that victims
of child porn like Plaintiff will suffer the harms that Plaintiff alleges.”
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David Bouchard )
Partner

Partner
david@finchmccranie.com oto@finchmccranie.com
Atlanta. GA Atlanta, GA

(404) 793-1066 (404) 879-5234
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